
Archived Reading Extensions
The following is a list of reading extension suggestions that are being retired from Mystery Science.
These readings are hosted on third-party websites, and Mystery Science does not have control over any
changes to other websites’ content over time.

Kindergarten
Unit: Animal Needs
Unit: Plant Needs
Unit: Severe Weather
Unit: Weather Patterns
Unit: Sunlight & Warmth
Unit: Pushes & Pulls

1st Grade
Unit: Animal Traits & Survival
Unit: Plant Traits & Survival
Unit: Day Patterns
Unit: Night Patterns
Unit: Light, Sound, & Communication

2nd Grade
Unit: Animal Biodiversity
Unit: Plant Adaptations
Unit: Erosion & Earth’s Surface
Unit: Material Properties

3rd Grade
Unit: Fossils & Changing Environments
Unit: Life Cycles
Unit: Heredity, Survival, & Selection
Unit: Weather & Climate
Unit: Forces, Motion, & Magnets

4th Grade
Unit: Animal & Plant Adaptations
Unit: Human Body, Vision, & The Brain
Unit: Earth’s Features & Processes
Unit: Sound, Waves, & Communication
Unit: Energy & Energy Transfer
Unit: Electricity, Light, & Heat

5th Grade
Unit: Ecosystems & The Food Web
Unit: Water Cycle & Earth's Systems
Unit: Earth & Space Patterns
Unit: Stars & Planets
Unit: Chemical Reactions & Properties of Matter



Kindergarten

Unit: Animal Needs

Lesson Archived Reading Extensions

Why do woodpeckers peck wood?
Epic!: Woodpeckers: Backyard Wildlife

Epic!: Racoons: Backyard Wildlife

Where do animals live? None (This is a read-along lesson)

How can you find animals in the
woods?

Epic!: Where Is Baby Bear?

Epic!: Racoon Cubs

How do animals make their homes
in the forest? None (This is a read-along lesson)

Unit: Plant Needs

Lesson Archived Reading Extensions

Are plants alive?
Epic!: Living or Nonliving?

Epic!: How Do Plants Grow?

How do plants and trees grow?
Epic!: Plants Are Alive

Epic!: Max Plants a Seed

Why would you want an old log in
your backyard? None (This is a read-along lesson)

Unit: Severe Weather

Lesson Archived Reading Extensions

How do you get ready for a big
storm? None (This is a read-along lesson)

Have you ever watched a storm?
Unite for Literacy: Can You See the Wind?

Unite for Literacy: Wonderful Wind

How many different kinds of
weather are there?

Unite for Literacy: Weather

Book recommendation: Come On, Rain

Book recommendation: The Snowy Day

https://www.getepic.com/book/16538348/woodpeckers-backyard-wildlife?edu=1%3Fedu%3D1
https://www.getepic.com/book/7231501/raccoons-backyard-wildlife?edu=1
https://www.getepic.com/book/38152853/where-is-baby-bear-a-book-about-animal-homes?edu=1
https://www.getepic.com/book/6100503/raccoon-cubs?edu=1
https://www.getepic.com/app/read/18562
https://www.getepic.com/app/read/13724
https://www.getepic.com/app/read/7806?edu=1
https://www.getepic.com/app/read/50080
https://www.uniteforliteracy.com/unite/earthandsky/book?BookId=22
https://www.uniteforliteracy.com/nca/books/book?BookId=1400
https://www.uniteforliteracy.com/unite/earthandsky/book?BookId=135
https://www.amazon.com/Come-Rain-Karen-Hesse/dp/0590331256?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=0590331256&linkCode=as2&redirect=true&ref_=as_li_qf_sp_asin_tl&tag=jdsmo00-20
https://video.link/w/PJ0e


Unit: Weather Patterns

Lesson Archived Reading Extensions

How do you know what to wear
for the weather? None (This is a read-along lesson)

What will the weather be like on
your birthday?

Book recommendation: Snow Rabbit, Spring Rabbit

Book recommendation: Ready for Pumpkins

Why do birds lay eggs in the
spring?

Unite for Literacy: Red Robin

Unite for Literacy: It’s Spring!

Unite for Literacy: Spring Senses

Unit: Sunlight & Warmth

Lesson Archived Reading Extensions

How could you walk barefoot
across hot pavement without
burning your feet?

None (This is a read-along lesson)

How could you warm up a frozen
playground?

Epic!: Temperature: First Science

Epic!: What Does Sunlight Do?

Epic!: Keeping Cool in Summer

Why does it get cold in winter?

Unite for Literacy: It’s Winter!

Unite for Literacy: Here Comes Winter

Unite for Literacy: Is It Cold Outside?

Unit: Pushes & Pulls

Lesson Archived Reading Extensions

What’s the biggest excavator?

Book recommendation: Construction

Book recommendation: And Everyone Shouted, “Pull!”

Book recommendation: Duck in the Truck

Why do builders need so many
big machines? None (This is a read-along lesson)

https://www.amazon.com/Snow-Rabbit-Spring-Changing-Seasons/dp/0307977900
https://www.amazon.com/Ready-Pumpkins-Kate-Duke/dp/0375870687/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1466445082&sr=1-1&keywords=ready+for+pumpkins
https://www.uniteforliteracy.com/unite/animals/book?BookId=1270
https://www.uniteforliteracy.com/unite/createandplay/book?BookId=1290
https://www.uniteforliteracy.com/unite/earthandsky/book?BookId=127
https://www.getepic.com/app/read/6716?edu=1
https://www.getepic.com/app/read/9033?edu=1
https://www.getepic.com/app/read/43941?edu=1
https://www.uniteforliteracy.com/unite/createandplay/book?BookId=232
https://www.uniteforliteracy.com/unite/earthandsky/book?BookId=2089
https://www.uniteforliteracy.com/unite/family/book?BookId=110
https://www.amazon.com/Construction-Sally-Sutton/dp/0763679755/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1470372107&sr=1-1&keywords=construction+by+Sally+Sutton
https://www.amazon.com/Everyone-Shouted-Pull-Forces-Science/dp/1404806563?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=1404806563&linkCode=as2&redirect=true&ref_=as_li_ss_il&tag=teawitkidsboo-20
https://www.amazon.com/Duck-Truck-Jez-Alborough/dp/0064438333


How can you knock down a wall
made of concrete?

ReadWorks: “Will You Push or Pull?”

ReadWorks: “Paddle a Canoe”

ReadWorks: “Stuck in the Snow”

Book recommendation: Demolition

How can you knock down the
most bowling pins? None (This is a read-along lesson)

How can we protect a mountain
town from falling rocks?

Epic!: Pushing and Pulling

Epic!: Changing Direction

How could you invent a trap? None (This is a read-along lesson)

1st Grade

Unit: Animal Traits & Survival

Lesson Archived Reading Extensions

How can you help a lost baby
animal find its parents?

ReadWorks: Set of articles about baby animals

Epic!: Meet My Family!

Why do birds have beaks?

Epic!: Quack Like a Duck

Epic!: Animals on the Farm: Ducks

Epic!: I Love You Just Enough

Why do baby ducks follow their
mother? None (This is a read-along lesson)

Why are polar bears white?

ReadWorks: “Animals of the Arctic”

ReadWorks: “Meet Some Owls”

ReadWorks: “A Fawn in the Forest”

Why do family members look
alike? None (This is a read-along lesson)

http://www.readworks.org/passages/will-you-push-or-pull
http://www.readworks.org/passages/paddle-canoe
http://www.readworks.org/passages/stuck-snow
https://www.amazon.com/Demolition-Sally-Sutton/dp/0763664936/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1470372500&sr=1-1&keywords=demolition+by+Sally+Sutton
https://www.getepic.com/app/read/10650?edu=1
https://www.getepic.com/app/read/10649?edu=1
https://www.readworks.org/article/Baby-Animals/973b36b8-46c1-4fbc-bd35-48befba8f36e#!articleTab:content/contentSection:e0c08529-578c-43ef-af78-46447a14c056/
https://www.getepic.com/app/read/72588
https://www.getepic.com/book/43022366/quack-like-a-duck
https://www.getepic.com/book/14087482/ducks?edu=1
https://www.getepic.com/book/15612885/i-love-you-just-enough?edu=1
http://www.readworks.org/passages/animals-arctic
http://www.readworks.org/passages/meet-some-owls
http://www.readworks.org/passages/fawn-forest-0


Unit: Plant Traits & Survival

Lesson Archived Reading Extensions

What will a baby plant look like
when it grows up?

Unite for Literacy: The Life of a Seed

Unite for Literacy: Garden Giants

Unite for Literacy: Pick a Pumpkin

Unite for Literacy: Look!

Why don’t trees blow down in the
wind? PBS: Set of Curious George wind activities

What do sunflowers do when
you’re not looking? None (This is a read-along lesson)

Unit: Day Patterns

Lesson Archived Reading Extensions

Could a statue’s shadow move?

ReadWorks: “Me and My Shadow”

ReadWorks: “Maria Makes a Snake”

ReadWorks: “Light”

Book recommendation: What Makes a Shadow?

Book recommendation: Nothing Sticks Like a Shadow

Poetry Foundation: “My Shadow”

What does your shadow do
when you’re not looking? None (This is a read-along lesson)

How can the Sun help you if
you’re lost?

ReadWorks: “Day to Night”

ReadWorks: “Sunrise, Sunset”

Book recommendation: The Sun is My Favorite Star

Why do you have to go to bed
early in the summer? None (This is a read-along lesson)

https://www.uniteforliteracy.com/unite/plants/book?BookId=1744
https://www.uniteforliteracy.com/unite/plants/book?BookId=80
https://www.uniteforliteracy.com/unite/seasons/book?BookId=1796
https://www.uniteforliteracy.com/unite/feelings/book?BookId=1786
https://www-tc.pbs.org/parents/curiousgeorge/activities/pdf/CGDG_04_science.pdf
http://www.readworks.org/passages/me-and-my-shadow
http://www.readworks.org/passages/maria-makes-snake
http://www.readworks.org/passages/light
https://www.amazon.com/Makes-Shadow-Lets-Read-Find-Out-Science/dp/0060229160
https://www.amazon.com/Nothing-Sticks-Like-Shadow-Tompert/dp/0395479509/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1468962375&sr=1-1&keywords=Nothing+Sticks+Like+a+Shadow
http://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems-and-poets/poems/detail/43196
http://www.readworks.org/passages/day-night
http://www.readworks.org/passages/sunrise-sunset
https://www.amazon.com/Sun-My-Favorite-Star/dp/0152063978


Unit: Night Patterns

Lesson Archived Reading Extensions

When can you see the full
moon?

ReadWorks: “The Moon Journal”

ReadWorks: “How Big is the Moon?”

ReadWorks: “A Trip to the Moon”

ReadWorks: “Does the Moon Really Shine?”

Why do the stars come out at
night?

ReadWorks: “Why Don’t We See Stars in the Daytime?”

Newsela: “Arizona city sees success keeping its night sky dark”

How can stars help you if you get
lost? None (This is a read-along lesson)

Unit: Light, Sound, & Communication

Lesson Archived Reading Extensions

How do they make silly sounds
in cartoons?

Book recommendation: The Little Old Lady Who Was Not Afraid of
Anything

Book recommendation: The Rain Stomper

Book recommendation: In the Tall, Tall Grass

Where do sounds come from? None (This is a read-along lesson)

What if there were no windows?

Epic!: ​​Playing with Light and Shadows

Epic!: Sensing Light and Sound

Epic!: Sending Messages with Light and Sound

Epic!: Lights Out!

Can you see in the dark? None (This is a read-along lesson)

How could you send a secret
message to someone far away?

ReadWorks: “Traffic Lights”

ReadWorks: “Making Streets Safer”

ReadWorks: “Garrett Morgan”

Epic!: It’s a Firefly Night

https://www.readworks.org/article/The-Moon-Journal/6b8cb2a1-f589-4eb5-a7ce-451095330d80#!articleTab:content/
https://www.readworks.org/article/How-Big-Is-the-Moon/2531f3c8-1731-4e86-ae79-fb2540df4446#!articleTab:content/
https://www.readworks.org/article/A-Trip-to-the-Moon/4f66c839-ceec-4d2f-80e7-dfcba61ef716#!articleTab:content/
https://www.readworks.org/article/Does-the-Moon-Really-Shine/d71d5f7a-593d-413a-8230-dd1acd9e43e4#!articleTab:content/
https://www.readworks.org/article/Why-Dont-We-See-Stars-in-the-Daytime/e6fbbdb5-cad6-4a00-9e8e-6884005869ff#!articleTab:content/
https://newsela.com/read/Arizona-dark-skies/id/25716/
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0812464265/ref=as_li_ss_il?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0812464265&linkCode=as2&tag=teawitkidsboo-20
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0812464265/ref=as_li_ss_il?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0812464265&linkCode=as2&tag=teawitkidsboo-20
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0761453938/ref=as_li_ss_il?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0761453938&linkCode=as2&tag=teawitkidsboo-20
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0805039414/ref=as_li_ss_il?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0805039414&linkCode=as2&tag=teawitkidsboo-20
https://www.getepic.com/book/10027888/playing-with-light-and-shadows?edu=1
https://www.getepic.com/book/10025666/sensing-light-and-sound?edu=1
https://www.getepic.com/book/10026777/sending-messages-with-light-and-sound?edu=1
https://www.getepic.com/book/6256043/lights-out?edu=1
https://www.readworks.org/article/Traffic-Lights/ba8eea9f-032b-4d8b-a758-69541a8acd6e#!articleTab:content/
https://www.readworks.org/article/Making-Streets-Safer/46f33560-6c28-4f89-8d7c-c1ff3ceab883#!articleTab:content/
https://www.readworks.org/article/Garrett-Morgan/3e7ab19c-8a09-428b-8128-d96924e38246#!articleTab:content/
https://www.getepic.com/app/read/5670?edu?=1


2nd Grade

Unit: Animal Biodiversity

Lesson Archived Reading Extensions

How many different kinds of
animals are there?

ReadWorks: “Warm-Blooded and Cold-Blooded Animals”

Newsela: “Fantastic Beast: Hogwarts hat inspires name of new
spider species”

Why would a wild animal visit a
playground?

ReadWorks: "What Lives in the Ocean?"

ReadWorks: "What Lives in a Rain Forest?"

ReadWorks: "What Lives in the Desert?"

ReadWorks: "What Lives in a Pond?"

Why do frogs say “ribbit”?

Newsela: A new type of parrot found in Mexico

Newsela: Scientists thought these tree frogs had died out; The Frog
Man found them!

How could you get more birds to
visit a birdfeeder?

ReadWorks: "Martin's Birdhouse"

ReadWorks: Set of articles about birds

Unite for Literacy: Beautiful Birds

Unite for Literacy: The Birds I’ll See

Unite for Literacy: Red Robin

Unite for Literacy: Animals Up, Down, All Around

Unit: Plant Adaptations

Lesson Archived Reading Extensions

How did a tree travel halfway
around the world?

Epic!: From Bird Poop to Wind: How Seeds Get Around

Epic!: Little Dandelion Seeds The World

Epic!: Before We Stood Tall: From Small Seed to Mi
ghty Tree

Why do seeds have so many
different shapes? None (New lesson)

Could a plant survive without
light? ReadWorks: “What Do Plants Need?”

https://www.readworks.org/article/Warm-Blooded-and-Cold-Blooded-Animals/75f381fb-63ec-4e91-befb-709d9daad5d7#!articleTab:content/
https://newsela.com/read/sorting-hat-spider/id/24956
https://newsela.com/read/sorting-hat-spider/id/24956
https://www.readworks.org/article/What-Lives-in-the-Ocean/44fc79c4-74ed-49e7-9c2f-05c64437eb41#!articleTab:content/
https://www.readworks.org/article/What-Lives-in-a-Rain-Forest/622d51fd-42b1-4b3b-8ac1-d187ff7920b6#!articleTab:content/
https://www.readworks.org/article/What-Lives-in-the-Desert/211e2a85-cdbb-4ad2-905f-ce89084c6492#!articleTab:content/
https://www.readworks.org/article/What-Lives-in-a-Pond/57d9e90e-a30c-4d51-a610-f96e6a6b638d#!articleTab:content/
https://newsela.com/read/elem-new-parrot-discovery-mexico/id/32367
https://newsela.com/read/treefrog-returns/id/14478/
https://newsela.com/read/treefrog-returns/id/14478/
https://www.readworks.org/article/Martins-Birdhouse/0efa1ff3-384d-41dd-944d-fa842098bb67#!articleTab:content/
https://www.readworks.org/article/Birds/45a280f4-505c-47fa-b798-cc27c2471602#!articleTab:content/contentSection:f59e506d-a5f2-47d0-b718-7c3a3aa02d76/
http://www.uniteforliteracy.com/unite/animals/book?BookId=16
http://www.uniteforliteracy.com/unite/animals/book?BookId=19
http://www.uniteforliteracy.com/unite/animals/book?BookId=1270
http://www.uniteforliteracy.com/aza/wildlife/book?BookId=1402
https://www.getepic.com/app/read/50549
https://www.getepic.com/app/read/76687
https://www.getepic.com/app/read/77851
https://www.getepic.com/app/read/77851
https://www.readworks.org/article/What-Do-Plants-Need/90bdb0ec-b3ef-48e8-8252-c0b822aa2cf2#!articleTab:content/


How much water should you give
a plant? None (New lesson)

Unit: Erosion & Earth’s Surface

Lesson Archived Reading Extensions

If you floated down a river, where
would you end up?

ReadWorks: “Oceans, Rivers, and Lakes”

ReadWorks: “The Mighty Mississippi”

ReadWorks: “All Kinds of Maps”

ReadWorks: “Birth of a Mighty River”

Why is there sand at the beach?

ReadWorks: "How Not to Save a Sand Castle"

ReadWorks: “Explore the Seashore”

ReadWorks: “The Perfect Sandcastle”

ReadWorks: “What is a Rock?”

Where do flash floods happen?

ReadWorks: Set of articles about clouds and rain

Epic!: Rain

Epic!: Floods!

Epic!: Daisy Take a Swim

What’s strong enough to make a
canyon?

ReadWorks: “Weathering and Erosion”

ReadWorks: “A Grand Old Canyon”

How can you stop a landslide?

Epic!: How Do Water and Wind Change Rock?

Epic!: Soil Erosion and How to Prevent It

Epic!: Examining Erosion

Unit: Material Properties

Lesson Archived Reading Extensions

Why do we wear clothes?

ReadWorks: T-Shirts & Shorts - Introduction

ReadWorks: T-Shirts & Shorts - T-Shirts

ReadWorks: T-Shirts & Shorts - Shorts

ReadWorks: T-Shirts & Shorts - Personalize It!

http://www.readworks.org/passages/oceans-rivers-and-lakes
http://www.readworks.org/passages/mighty-mississippi
http://www.readworks.org/passages/all-kinds-maps
http://www.readworks.org/passages/birth-mighty-river
http://www.readworks.org/passages/how-not-save-sand-castle
http://www.readworks.org/passages/explore-seashore-0
http://www.readworks.org/passages/perfect-sandcastle
http://www.readworks.org/passages/what-rock
https://www.readworks.org/article/Weather/70d14407-79fe-4f01-b0d5-64337f706a38#!articleTab:content/contentSection:9f0a565d-6c93-4b81-85c9-54b27f471da6/
https://www.getepic.com/book/39872681/rain
https://www.getepic.com/book/13299783/floods
https://www.getepic.com/book/39603819/daisy-takes-a-swim
http://www.readworks.org/passages/erosion
http://www.readworks.org/passages/grand-old-canyon
https://www.getepic.com/book/47591909/how-do-water-and-wind-change-rock?edu=1
https://www.getepic.com/book/7859216/soil-erosion-and-how-to-prevent-it?edu=1
https://www.getepic.com/book/6684889/examining-erosion?edu=1
https://www.readworks.org/article/SummerReads-T-Shirts-and-Shorts---Introduction/1c35c4a6-f6ba-4103-a812-dfa283f83235#!articleTab:content/
https://www.readworks.org/article/SummerReads-T-Shirts-Shorts---T-Shirts/a97ac3df-c849-45fc-82ba-a86f862e85ef#!articleTab:content/
https://www.readworks.org/article/SummerReads-T-Shirts-Shorts---Shorts/8435df66-3808-44f5-bce5-4cde88a6678f
https://www.readworks.org/article/SummerReads-T-Shirts-Shorts---Personalize-It!/3ed51d04-62cd-425f-8cda-ffdf2375d7ad


ReadWorks: “The Silk Mystery”

ReadWorks: “A Playground Problem”

Can you really fry an egg on a
hot sidewalk? None (Mystery Science reading still available in Unit Readings)

Why are so many toys made out
of plastic?

ReadWorks: “Colorful Crayons”

ReadWorks: “Breakfast Time”

ReadWorks: “A Camping Trip”

What materials might be
invented in the future?

ReadWorks: “Ideas that Pop”

ReadWorks: "A Brush with History"

ReadWorks: “Inventions: Then and Now”

Could you build a house out of
paper? None (This lesson did not have a reading extension previously)

How do you build a city out of
mud?

Epic!: Why do we need soil?

Epic!: Discover Dirt

Epic!: Studying Soil

ReadWorks: “Houses from Around the World”

3rd Grade

Unit: Fossils & Changing Environments

Lesson Archived Reading Extensions

Where can you find whales in the
desert? None (Mystery Science reading for this lesson was retired)

How do we know what dinosaurs
looked like? None (This lesson did not have a reading extension previously)

Can you outrun a dinosaur?
American Museum of Natural History: “First Impressions”

Science News Explores: “Some Arctic Dinos Lived in Herds”

http://www.readworks.org/passages/silk-mystery
http://www.readworks.org/passages/playground-problem
http://www.readworks.org/passages/colorful-crayons-inside-crayon-factory
http://www.readworks.org/passages/colorful-crayons-inside-crayon-factory
http://www.readworks.org/passages/camping-trip-0
http://www.readworks.org/passages/ideas-pop
http://www.readworks.org/passages/brush-history
http://www.readworks.org/passages/inventions-then-and-now
https://www.getepic.com/app/read/10596
https://www.getepic.com/app/read/34991
https://www.getepic.com/app/read/6015
https://www.readworks.org/article/Houses-from-Around-the-World/809dbf4b-5e11-46e2-b9c1-eca16a249fcf#!articleTab:content/contentSection:90c0c400-39f1-4b72-a7b5-b76d63c71100/
http://www.amnh.org/exhibitions/past-exhibitions/dinosaurs-ancient-fossils-new-discoveries/trackways/first-impressions
https://student.societyforscience.org/article/some-arctic-dinos-lived-herds


Unit: Life Cycles

Lesson Archived Reading Extensions

How is your life like an alligator's
life?

ReadWorks: “A Frog’s Life”

ReadWorks: “Springtime for the Digger Bee”

ReadWorks: “Hummingbirds”

ReadWorks: “A Kangaroo’s Life Cycle”

ReadWorks: “Caterpillars”

ReadWorks: “Traveling Turtles: A Trip Across the Atlantic”

ReadWorks: “A Butterfly's Life Cycle”

ReadWorks: “Cicadas: No Ordinary Bugs”

What's the best way to get rid of
mosquitoes?

Epic!: Bugged!

Newsela: “Tick, mosquito, flea illnesses tripled, CDC says U.S. isn't
fully prepared”

Newsela: “Fighting Mosquitoes with Mosquitoes”

Newsela: “Spray meant for Zika mosquitoes kills millions of bees”

Why do plants grow flowers? None (Mystery Science reading for this lesson was retired)

Why do plants give us fruit? None (Mystery Science reading still available in Unit Readings)

Why are there so many different
kinds of flowers?

ReadWorks: Collection of readings about insects and animals that
pollinate plants

ReadWorks: Collection of readings about interactions between
organisms and their environments

Unit: Heredity, Survival, & Selection

Lesson Archived Reading Extensions

How do you identify a mysterious
fruit?

(Formerly titled “How could you
make the biggest fruit in the
world?”)

ReadWorks: “Growing Melons”

ReadWorks: “Kinds of Melons”

ReadWorks: “Fun with Melons”

ReadWorks: “Magic Tomatoes”

ReadWorks: “Pumpkin Time!”

What do dogs & pigeons have in
common? None (New lesson)

https://www.readworks.org/article/Animals/42d5a2e9-cdb1-4d99-9be6-6df63735fde8#!articleTab:content/contentSection:b407a944-e9f6-4005-8b43-7845b577dcac/
https://www.readworks.org/article/Springtime-for-the-Digger-Bee/6648a8e3-f967-4eb3-a143-8283b4edd4f7#!articleTab:content/
https://www.readworks.org/article/Hummingbirds/e7db0541-223a-40cd-ae70-c0093e1eeac2#!articleTab:content/
https://www.readworks.org/article/A-Kangaroos-Life-Cycle/3fb48f19-43cb-4c2b-82cf-d3feb8f232bc#!articleTab:content/
https://www.readworks.org/article/SummerReads-Moths---Caterpillars/abaa2939-ab98-402c-9af7-6f3dd6040984#!articleTab:content/
https://www.readworks.org/article/Traveling-Turtles-A-Trip-Across-the-Atlantic/585fe859-049c-427e-8a14-e66e645ad266#!articleTab:content/
https://www.readworks.org/article/A-Butterflys-Life-Cycle/b54e61d3-4bca-4e3a-a5b5-53097ff168b6#!articleTab:content/
https://www.readworks.org/article/Cicadas-No-Ordinary-Bugs/8039cdf0-bde9-4d1c-b6e6-ea3fd998429f#!articleTab:content/
https://mysteryscience.com/circle-of-life/mystery-2/environmental-change-engineering/266#slide-id-4987
https://newsela.com/read/illnesses-carried-by-bugs-increasing/id/43236/
https://newsela.com/read/illnesses-carried-by-bugs-increasing/id/43236/
https://newsela.com/read/mosquitoes-fighting/id/13116/
https://newsela.com/read/anti-zika-bee-death/id/21364/
https://www.readworks.org/article/Insects-and-Animals-that-Pollinate-Plants/75c0d8dc-9b50-4cce-8010-a57d05ef6bda#!articleTab:content/contentSection:c8eaf829-8864-41cf-876b-8323ba263b21/
https://www.readworks.org/article/Insects-and-Animals-that-Pollinate-Plants/75c0d8dc-9b50-4cce-8010-a57d05ef6bda#!articleTab:content/contentSection:c8eaf829-8864-41cf-876b-8323ba263b21/
https://www.readworks.org/article/Ecology/5c5e3d58-072e-4d06-b4c4-1d9765702112#!articleTab:content/contentSection:477a69ae-b537-4b19-b5fb-fae41c4a280c/
https://www.readworks.org/article/Ecology/5c5e3d58-072e-4d06-b4c4-1d9765702112#!articleTab:content/contentSection:477a69ae-b537-4b19-b5fb-fae41c4a280c/
https://www.readworks.org/article/SummerReads-Melons---Growing-Melons/9092661e-3d68-474b-9b0b-e53a813aaf7b
https://www.readworks.org/article/SummerReads-Melons---Kinds-of-Melons/a2a787c0-cd8c-4900-878f-e83d2b8363d9
https://www.readworks.org/article/SummerReads-Melons---Fun-with-Melons/5017234f-f51a-4b13-8800-60cd5fadb439
http://www.readworks.org/passages/magic-tomatoes
http://www.readworks.org/passages/pumpkin-time


Revised Lesson Title TBD

(Formerly titled “Can selection
happen without people?”)

None (Mystery Science reading still available in Unit Readings)

Why do dogs wag their tails? Newsela: “In fight against the enemy, ants stick together”

How long can people (and
animals) survive in outer space?

Newsela: “Astronauts in space can pick chocolate pudding cake for
dessert”

Newsela: “U.S. astronaut breaks record for most spacewalks by a
woman”

Newsela: “Twins take part in first study to look at effects of space
on body”

Newsela: “Fresh, frigid air greets astronauts on their return to earth”

Unit: Weather & Climate

Lesson Archived Reading Extensions

Where do clouds come from?

ReadWorks: “What's the Big Idea about Water? Water's Impact on
the Earth”

ReadWorks: “The Whys of Weather: Clouds”

ReadWorks: “Water Takes Three Forms”

ReadWorks: “The Water Cycle”

How can we predict when it's
going to storm?

ReadWorks: “The Whys of Weather - Rain”

ReadWorks: “Summer Vacation”

ReadWorks: “The Big Storm”

Where's the best place to build a
snow fort?

ReadWorks: “Snowy Town”

ReadWorks: “Summer Vacation”

ReadWorks: “Winter Weather in the United States”

ReadWorks: “The Job of a Meteorologist”

ReadWorks: “What Are Weather Patterns?”

Why are some places always
hot?

ReadWorks: “Animals Get Ready”

ReadWorks: “Ilsa and the International Camp”

ReadWorks: “An Introduction to Climates”

How can you keep a house from
blowing away in a windstorm? Epic!: How a House is Built

https://newsela.com/read/elem-ant-rescue/id/29709/
https://newsela.com/read/menu-for-astronauts/id/47423/
https://newsela.com/read/menu-for-astronauts/id/47423/
https://newsela.com/read/elem-spacewalking-record/id/29159
https://newsela.com/read/elem-spacewalking-record/id/29159
https://newsela.com/read/NASA-dna-twin-study/id/51052/
https://newsela.com/read/NASA-dna-twin-study/id/51052/
https://newsela.com/read/spacetwin-returns/id/15425/
http://www.readworks.org/passages/whats-big-idea-about-water-waters-impact-earth
http://www.readworks.org/passages/whats-big-idea-about-water-waters-impact-earth
http://www.readworks.org/passages/whys-weather-clouds
http://www.readworks.org/passages/water-takes-three-forms
http://www.readworks.org/passages/weather-water-cycle
http://www.readworks.org/passages/whys-weather-rain
http://www.readworks.org/passages/summer-vacation
http://www.readworks.org/passages/big-storm
https://www.readworks.org/article/Snowy-Town/bc4fa7d7-d473-43ba-bb64-337e9a45910c#!questionsetsSection:552/articleTab:content/
https://www.readworks.org/article/Summer-Vacation/1e5db097-70cc-4cc9-a316-abdbe763f387#!articleTab:content/
https://www.readworks.org/article/Weather/70d14407-79fe-4f01-b0d5-64337f706a38#!articleTab:content/contentSection:497dc607-306c-4018-bd71-6762dce69dba/
https://www.readworks.org/article/Weather/70d14407-79fe-4f01-b0d5-64337f706a38#!articleTab:content/contentSection:ca2f7230-28a4-40e5-a04e-4a7264a6e8cf/
https://www.readworks.org/article/Weather/70d14407-79fe-4f01-b0d5-64337f706a38#!articleTab:content/contentSection:212630dc-d663-4441-b563-55eb42518df3/
http://www.readworks.org/passages/animals-get-ready-0
http://www.readworks.org/passages/ilsa-and-international-camp
http://www.readworks.org/passages/climates-introduction-climates
https://www.getepic.com/book/45927631/how-a-house-is-built?edu=1


Epic!: Wind

Unit: Forces, Motion, & Magnets

Lesson Archived Reading Extensions

How could you win a tug-of-war
against a bunch of adults? None (Mystery Science reading still available in Unit Readings)

What makes the bridges so
strong? None (Mystery Science reading still available in Unit Readings)

How high can you swing on a
flying trapeze? None (This lesson did not have a reading extension previously)

What can magnets do? None (Mystery Science readings still available in Unit Readings)

How can you unlock a door using
a magnet?

Epic!: Magnetism

Epic!: Discovering Science: Playing with Magnets

4th Grade

Unit: Animal & Plant Adaptations

Lesson Archived Reading Extensions

Why do see creatures look so
strange? None (This is a new lesson)

Why would a sea turtle eat a
plastic bag? None (This is a new lesson)

Why don't the same trees grow
everywhere? None (This is a new lesson)

Unit: Human Body, Vision, & The Brain

Lesson Archived Reading Extensions

Why do your biceps bulge?
ReadWorks: “Move Your Muscles!”

ReadWorks: “Bones On the Go!”

What do people who are blind
see? ReadWorks: “The Human Body - Your Vision”

https://www.getepic.com/book/39874903/wind?edu=1
https://www.getepic.com/book/7457034/magnetism-first-science?edu=1
https://www.getepic.com/book/21057896/discovering-science-playing-with-magnets?edu=1
http://www.readworks.org/passages/move-your-muscles
http://www.readworks.org/passages/bones-go
http://www.readworks.org/passages/human-body-your-vision


ReadWorks: “Device May Help Blind People See”

ReadWorks: “Louis Braille”

How can some animals see in
the dark? None (Mystery Science reading still available in Unit Readings)

How does your brain control your
body?

ReadWorks: “The Human Body: You’ve Got Some Nerve!”

ReadWorks: “Focus: What’s Inside”

ReadWorks: “Rise Up”

Unit: Earth’s Features & Processes

Lesson Archived Reading Extensions

Could a volcano pop up where
you live? Newsela: “The Pacific Ring of Fire, home to 452 volcanoes”

Why do some volcanoes
explode?

Newsela: “Hot lava flowing into the cool ocean off Hawaii gives
quite a show”

Will a mountain last forever? Wired Magazine: “2,500 Tons of Rock Fell Off Half Dome and
Nobody Noticed”

What did your town look like 100
million years ago?

ReadWorks: A collection of readings about rocks.

ReadWorks: “Layer After Layer: Sedimentary Rock”

How could you survive a
landslide? NPR: “Slow-Motion Landslide Threatens Homes in New York”

Unit: Sound, Waves, & Communication

Lesson Archived Reading Extensions

How do you send a secret code? None (This lesson did not have a reading extension previously)

How far can a whisper travel?

ReadWorks: “Fixing My Sister’s Bike”

ReadWorks: “The Pool”

ReadWorks: “I Break Stuff for a Living”

ReadWorks: “Who Needs a Better Mousetrap?”

What would happen if you
screamed in outer space?

ReadWorks: “Three Cheers for Ears!”

Newsela: “Many sounds travel to the deepest part of the ocean”

http://www.readworks.org/passages/device-may-help-blind-people-see
http://www.readworks.org/passages/louis-braille
http://www.readworks.org/passages/human-body-youve-got-some-nerve
http://www.readworks.org/passages/whats-inside
http://www.readworks.org/passages/rise
https://newsela.com/read/natgeo-ring-of-fire/id/44662/
https://newsela.com/read/lava-hawaii-ocean/id/26459/
https://newsela.com/read/lava-hawaii-ocean/id/26459/
http://www.wired.com/2015/07/2500-tons-rock-fell-off-half-dome-nobody-noticed/
http://www.wired.com/2015/07/2500-tons-rock-fell-off-half-dome-nobody-noticed/
https://www.readworks.org/article/All-About-Rocks/5a5c6aa4-4d67-459c-a1ea-17c18f725856#!articleTab:content/contentSection:483d5507-0e47-4cdf-8526-c4ab4510c819/
https://www.readworks.org/article/Layer-After-Layer-Sedimentary-Rock/4f157175-7d2e-4674-97e8-afc6d7af6124#!articleTab:content/
http://www.npr.org/2011/06/06/136935162/slow-motion-landslide-threatens-homes-in-new-york
http://www.readworks.org/passages/fixing-my-sisters-bike
http://www.readworks.org/passages/pool
http://www.readworks.org/passages/i-break-stuff-living
http://www.readworks.org/passages/who-needs-better-mousetrap
http://www.readworks.org/passages/three-cheers-ears
https://newsela.com/articles/ocean-noise/id/15511/


Newsela: “East Coast whale, dolphin grounds to endure oil
exploration blasts”

Newsela: “With grace and scuba gear, dancers perform new
underwater ballet”

Why are some sounds high and
some sounds low? ReadWorks: “Now Hear This!”

Unit: Energy & Energy Transfer

Lesson Archived Reading Extensions

How is your body similar to a
car?

None (Mystery Science reading still available in Unit Readings)

ReadWorks: “Food for Action”

Newsela: “A funny-looking car for a weird race”

What makes roller coasters go
fast?

None (Mystery Science reading still available in Unit Readings)

ReadWorks: “Up to Speed”

How can marbles save the
world? None (This lesson did not have a reading extension previously)

Could you knock down a building
using only dominoes? None (Mystery Science reading still available in Unit Readings)

Can you build a chain reaction
machine?

Newsela: “Seattle teens build robot that drives”

Newsela: “Steel building passes first earthquake test”

Newsela: “Dressed-up robots help us study wild penguins”

Unit: Electricity, Light, & Heat

Lesson Archived Reading Extensions

Revised Lesson Title TBD

(Formerly titled “Where does
energy come from?”)

ReadWorks: “Clean Energy”

Newsela: “Generating energy from the wind”

Newsela: "Groups are working to make clean energy and option for
all communities"

Newsela: "Scientists create new solar panels that are useful on
rainy days too"

Newsela: "Thai food vendor harnesses the power of the sun to
cook chicken"

https://newsela.com/articles/oil-whale/id/5371/
https://newsela.com/articles/oil-whale/id/5371/
https://newsela.com/articles/diving-dancers/id/12205/
https://newsela.com/articles/diving-dancers/id/12205/
http://www.readworks.org/passages/now-hear
https://www.readworks.org/article/Food-for-Action/501ae66e-4d09-41a1-a310-32ec20fca4b9#!articleTab:content/
https://newsela.com/read/gassavingcar-race/id/3789/
https://www.readworks.org/article/Up-to-Speed/ee82906b-5d24-44d0-b7d2-677a445bfd7f#!articleTab:content/
https://newsela.com/articles/underwaterrobot-teens/id/4857/
https://newsela.com/articles/earthquake-test-six-story-building/id/18695/
https://newsela.com/articles/penguin-robot/id/5923/
https://www.readworks.org/article/Clean-Energy/0535da7c-bb08-4d1f-bee5-e41da8916ff3#!articleTab:content/
https://newsela.com/read/natgeo-wind-energy/id/49404/
https://newsela.com/read/solar-power-uneven-benefits/id/50973/
https://newsela.com/read/solar-power-uneven-benefits/id/50973/
https://newsela.com/read/rain-solar-panel/id/41342/
https://newsela.com/read/rain-solar-panel/id/41342/
https://newsela.com/read/elem-solar-cooking/id/30691/
https://newsela.com/read/elem-solar-cooking/id/30691/


What if there were no electricity? National Geographic Kids: “Light Pollution”

How long did it take to travel
across the country before cars
and planes?

Epic!: Hot Air Balloon Video

Epic!: How Does it Fly: Hot Air Balloon

5th Grade

Unit: Ecosystems & The Food Web

Lesson Archived Reading Extensions

Why would a hawk move to
New York City?

On Newsela: “Wild animals are losing their fear as largest
predators disappear”

On Newsela: “Weather changes mean sea lion pups are going
hungry, washing ashore”

What do plants eat? On ReadWorks: “A Plant Puzzle”

Where do fallen leaves go?
On ReadWorks: “Pet Cemetery”

On ReadWorks: “Ice Harvest”

Do worms really eat dirt?
On Epic!: “Inside the Worm’s Hole”

On Epic!: “How Do Animals Help Make Soil?”

Why do you have to clean a
fish tank but not a pond?

On Newsela: “Rock Snot algae sneaking into more rivers, causing
headaches”

On Newsela: “What is the biosphere?”

How can we protect Earth's
environment?

On ReadWorks: A collection of readings about estuary
ecosystems.

Why did the dinosaurs go
extinct?

On Kids-Dinosaurs.com: A list of dinosaur names.

On Newsela: “Theory that mammals became daytime dwellers
after dinosaurs left”

On Newsela: “Duck-like dinosaur fossil, plucked from black
market, makes debut”

http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/explore/space/light-pollution/#light-pollution-city-lights.jpg
https://www.getepic.com/app/read/25471
https://www.getepic.com/app/read/12834
https://newsela.com/articles/sealion-pups/id/14193/
https://newsela.com/articles/sealion-pups/id/14193/
https://newsela.com/articles/sealion-pups/id/14193/
https://newsela.com/articles/sealion-pups/id/14193/
https://www.readworks.org/article/A-Plant-Puzzle/c2c04e8d-be4d-44e0-a8d3-26202de46d5d#!articleTab:content/
http://www.readworks.org/passages/pet-cemetery
http://www.readworks.org/passages/ice-harvest
https://www.getepic.com/app/read/42805
https://www.getepic.com/app/read/37298
https://newsela.com/read/slippery-rocksnot/id/4252/
https://newsela.com/read/slippery-rocksnot/id/4252/
https://newsela.com/view/ck9noo9x700j40iqjihxa4srb/
https://www.readworks.org/article/Estuaries/9665414a-15d1-40cb-929b-ca83d72a626b#!articleTab:content/contentSection:cd287348-7586-489c-a118-15774aa0c6a4/
https://www.kids-dinosaurs.com/dinosaur-names.html
https://newsela.com/read/mammals-daytime-after-dinosaur-extinction/id/37443/
https://newsela.com/read/mammals-daytime-after-dinosaur-extinction/id/37443/
https://newsela.com/read/elem-duck-dinosaur/id/38741/
https://newsela.com/read/elem-duck-dinosaur/id/38741/


On Newsela: “Fossilized poop shows that "vegetarian" dinosaurs
also ate shellfish”

Unit: Water Cycle & Earth's Systems

Lesson Archived Reading Extensions

How much water is in the world?

Newsela: “Scientists on hunt for 1 million-year-old ice to better
understand Earth”

Newsela: “Drinking purified wastewater an option as California
drought continues”

How much salt is in the ocean?

ReadWorks: “The Great Salt Lake”

ReadWorks: “Uyuni Salt Flat of Bolivia”

Wonderopolis: “Is the Dead Sea Deadly?”

Wonderopolis: “Why is the Sea Salty?”

When you turn on the faucet,
where does the water come
from?

Newsela: Central Valley groundwater depletion may be causing
earthquakes

Can we make it rain?
Newsela: "The Water Cycle"

Newsela: “Drought-ridden L.A. tries rainmakers to tap storm clouds”

How can you save a town from a
hurricane?

Newsela: “Hurricane Florence hits the Carolinas with a frenzy”

Ocean Today: “Fuel for the Storm”

Unit: Earth & Space Patterns

Lesson Archived Reading Extensions

How fast does the earth spin? None (This lesson did not have a reading extension previously)

Who set the first clock? None (Mystery Science reading still available in Unit Readings)

How can the sun tell you the
season? None (Mystery Science reading still available in Unit Readings)

Why do the stars change with
the seasons? None (This lesson did not have a reading extension previously)

Why does the moon change
shape? None (Mystery Science reading still available in Unit Readings)

https://newsela.com/read/dinosaurs-crustaceans/id/35606/
https://newsela.com/read/dinosaurs-crustaceans/id/35606/
https://newsela.com/articles/ice-timecapsule/id/15703/
https://newsela.com/articles/ice-timecapsule/id/15703/
https://newsela.com/articles/sewage-drinkingwater/id/10274/
https://newsela.com/articles/sewage-drinkingwater/id/10274/
https://www.readworks.org/article/SummerReads-Lakes---The-Great-Salt-Lake/22881231-7bcb-47e2-b8e6-013761bfa7d6#!articleTab:content/
https://www.readworks.org/article/Uyuni-Salt-Flat-of-Bolivia/957eff38-721b-44f8-8aba-1357bb8c798c#!articleTab:content/
https://wonderopolis.org/wonder/is-the-dead-sea-deadly
https://wonderopolis.org/wonder/Why-Is-the-Sea-Salty
https://newsela.com/articles/groundwater-earthquakes/id/4077/
https://newsela.com/articles/groundwater-earthquakes/id/4077/
https://newsela.com/view/ck9noojho06500iqjvg2698vs/
https://newsela.com/articles/cloud-seeding/id/17467/
https://newsela.com/read/Hurricane-Florence-hits-Carolinas/id/46129
https://oceantoday.noaa.gov/fuelforthestorm/


Unit: Stars & Planets

Lesson Archived Reading Extensions

How can the sun help us explore
other planets? None (This lesson did not have a reading extension previously)

Why is gravity different on other
planets?

ReadWorks: “What Is Gravity Really?”

ReadWorks: “What’s It Like in Space?”

NASA Space Place: “Why Are All Planets Round?”

Could there be life on other
planets?

Newsela: “The sun, an engine of nuclear energy”

Newsela: ”Kepler-186f is the most Earth-like planet ever found,
scientists say”

Newsela: “A star 39 light-years away may have 7 planets capable
of supporting life”

Newsela: “Planet orbiting distant red star has water, temperatures
right for life”

Unit: Chemical Reactions & Properties of Matter

Lesson Archived Reading Extensions

Are magic potions real?

Wonderopolis: “Can You Turn Iron into Gold?”

Newsela: “From Alchemy to Chemistry: The Origins of Today's
Science”

Could you transform something
worthless into gold?

ReadWorks: “The Penny Experiment”

ReadWorks: “The Allure of Gold”

What would happen if you drank
a glass of acid?

ReadWorks: “Chemical Weathering of Rocks”

ReadWorks: “Inside and Outside Carlsbad Caverns”

What do fireworks, rubber, and
Silly Putty have in common?

Kids Discover: “Weird Science: The Accidental Invention of Silly
Putty”

Why do some things explode?

Wonderopolis: "How Does an Engine Work?"

Kids Discover: “What Common Gas Do Swiss Cheese and Pop
Rocks Have in Common?”

Newsela: “Old space dust gives scientists a new view of the Earth's
atmosphere”

https://www.readworks.org/article/What-Is-Gravity-Really/65934b7a-6082-4502-bd23-fadf697c3cb4#!articleTab:content//
https://www.readworks.org/article/Exploring-Space/6972caa2-c290-4f8b-b2f6-525d609773da#!articleTab:content/contentSection:ada38d04-0bc1-4249-b2da-d492909f9037/
https://spaceplace.nasa.gov/planets-round/en/
https://newsela.com/read/lib-why-sun-shines/id/33954/
https://newsela.com/read/earthlike-planet/id/3537/
https://newsela.com/read/earthlike-planet/id/3537/
https://newsela.com/read/earthlike-planets/id/27304/
https://newsela.com/read/earthlike-planets/id/27304/
https://newsela.com/read/rocky-water-planet/id/57166/
https://newsela.com/read/rocky-water-planet/id/57166/
https://wonderopolis.org/wonder/can-you-turn-iron-into-gold
https://newsela.com/articles/BHP-U3-2-AlchemyChemistry/id/3606/
https://newsela.com/articles/BHP-U3-2-AlchemyChemistry/id/3606/
http://www.readworks.org/passages/penny-experiment
https://www.readworks.org/article/The-Allure-of-Gold/b8c7b415-ff14-4910-bb9c-157b82cbef8d#!articleTab:content/
https://www.readworks.org/article/Chemical-Weathering-of-Rocks/1a3e0dbe-f3c0-4159-a92d-8bf396cb83e4#!articleTab:content/
https://www.readworks.org/article/Inside-and-Outside-Carlsbad-Caverns/fec61167-878b-4777-b5d9-7ac04a55b519#!articleTab:content/
https://www.kidsdiscover.com/quick-reads/weird-science-the-accidental-invention-of-silly-putty/
https://www.kidsdiscover.com/quick-reads/weird-science-the-accidental-invention-of-silly-putty/
https://www.wonderopolis.org/wonder/how-does-an-engine-work
https://www.kidsdiscover.com/quick-reads/common-gas-swiss-cheese-pop-rocks-common/
https://www.kidsdiscover.com/quick-reads/common-gas-swiss-cheese-pop-rocks-common/
https://newsela.com/read/space-dust/id/17736/
https://newsela.com/read/space-dust/id/17736/

